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Introduction to BMJ Case Reports



● A case report tells a clinical story that has unique value to the field of 

practice

● Shared for the purpose of educating others or stimulating further 

scientific inquiry and the development of a new understanding or 

knowledge

What is a Case Report?



● The largest single collection of medical cases in the world

● Over 20,000 case reports published from over 70 countries

● An invaluable educational resource for all healthcare professionals, 

providing clinically important information on common and rare 

conditions

● Covers all specialties and a wide range of case types

● Unlimited number of case submissions

● Simple submission steps

● All published cases are indexed on Medline/PubMed, CINAHL and 

Scopus

● Acceptance rate: 61% - cases submitted in 2018

BMJ Case Reports



● Global health

● Findings that shed new light on the possible pathogenesis of a disease or an adverse 

effect

● Learning from errors

● New disease

● Novel diagnostic procedure

● Novel treatment (new drug/intervention; established drug/procedure in new situation)

● Rare disease

● Reminder of important clinical lesson

● Unexpected outcome (positive or negative) including adverse drug reactions

● Unusual association of diseases/symptoms

● Unusual presentation of more common disease/injury

● Images In... / Video - 1 or 2 striking and/or clinically important images with a brief (less 

than 500 word) description of the educational message

● Medicine in the humanitarian sector

● Applied basic science

● Innovations in Treatment

Types of cases covered in BMJ Case Reports



Anaesthesia Haematology (incl blood transfusion) Pharmacology and therapeutics

Cardiovascular medicine Immunology (including allergy) Prison medicine

Complementary medicine Infectious diseases Psychiatry

Dentistry and oral medicine Intensive care Radiology

Dermatology Neurology Rehabilitation medicine

Diagnostics Nursing Renal medicine

Drugs and medicines Nutrition and metabolism Respiratory medicine

ENT/otolaryngology Obstetrics and gynaecology Rheumatology

Emergency medicine Oncology Sexual health

Endocrinology Ophthalmology Sports and exercise medicine

Gastroenterology Orthopaedics Surgery

General practice / family medicine Paediatrics Urology

Genetics Palliative care

Geriatric medicine Pathology

Specialties covered  - Clinical



Ethics Public health

Ethnic studies Medical consequences of conflict

Health economics Migration and health

Health informatics Obesity (public health)

Medical education Smoking and tobacco

Medical management Sociology

Occupational and environmental medicine Statistics and research methods

Disease and health outcomes

Exposures

Occupational and environmental medicine

Specialties covered  - Non-Clinical



How to browse and search for cases



Find a case using 

the search bar or 

click ‘Advanced 

search’ for more 

options

Browse cases by: 

specialty, latest 

content, most 

read, responses, 

images, videos



Example of “Images in”

case report

Download images directly 

into a PowerPoint Slide

Additional options for 

every article including 

alerts, usage statistics, 

submit a response, 

citing and social



How to write a good case report



Instructions for authors



● Know what the editors are looking for – view the “Instructions for 

authors” and “Author FAQs”

● Read some of the published cases – special edition booklet

● Read the guides provided – Writing and publishing a Case Report

● Follow the templates provides - Full case, Images in…/Video or 

Global health

● Use simple language and grammar

● Seek help from your senior colleagues

Handy hints

https://casereports.bmj.com/pages/authors
https://casereports.bmj.com/pages/author-faqs/
http://resources.bmj.com/repository/journals-network-project/miscellaneous/BMJ%20Case%20reports_10th_anniversary_edition.pdf
https://www.bmj.com/company/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/How-to-write-a-Case-Report-DIGITAL-2.pdf
https://casereports.bmj.com/pages/authors/#how_to_write


● Healthcare workers, including medical students and junior doctors, 

must find the cases to be relevant, engaging and a valuable 

learning resource

● Valuable clinical or ethical lessons

● Common cases that present a diagnostic, ethical or management 

challenge, or that highlight aspects of mechanisms of injury, 

pharmacology or histopathology

What are the editors looking for?



● Summary

● Background

● Case Presentation

● Investigations

● Differential diagnosis

● Treatment

● Outcome and follow-up

● Discussion

● Learning points/ take home messages

BMJ Case Reports – A typical structure

● References

● Figure/ Video captions

● Patient’s perspective







● You must have signed informed consent from patients (or 

relatives/guardians) before submitting to BMJ Case Reports.

● Please anonymise the patient’s details as much as possible

● Consent forms are available in several languages: 

http://authors.bmj.com/submitting-your-paper/patient-consent-and-confidentiality/

(link can be found on template)

Research and Publishing Ethics



How to submit a case report



Click ‘Submit a case report’



Registering on the submission system

All authors need to 

register once on the 

submission system 

(ScholarOne

Manuscripts).

Click ‘Create An 

Account’



Registering on the submission system

Complete all 3 steps 

of the registration 

process; Ensuring 

all required fields 

are completed. At 

the end of Step 3, 

on the ‘User ID & 

Password’ page, 

click ‘Finish’ to 

complete your 

registration.



Log In and navigate to Author Dashboard

Once you have 

registered, enter 

your User ID and 

Password then 

click ‘Log In’.



Log In and navigate to Author Dashboard

Templates 

available 

here

Useful 

information

Once logged in, 

click ‘Author’ in 

the navigation 

bar at the top of 

the page.



Complete the submission process

Select ‘Start New 

Submission’ Click on ‘Begin 

Submission’ to start the 

submission process.



Select 

manuscript 

type



Enter Title & 

Summary



Upload files. Starting 

with the Patient 

Consent Form. You 

may download this 

here: 

https://authors.bmj.co

m/policies/patient-

consent-and-

confidentiality/



Complete ‘Step 5: Details & 

Comments’ section. This 

includes Cover letter, 

Funding, Open access, and 

Competing Interests

Enter your 

institution’s 

Fellowship Code 

here. This can be 

obtained from your 

Librarian/Head of 

Department.



Step 6: Review & 

Submit

Review your answers 

and view the proof

Then click 

‘Submit’


